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The Vietnamese Cho ai (Stock Photo) Note the similarity to Chinese Tang Dog in appearance, which is
unsurprising as it is thought to originate from the Tang dog of China
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ORIGIN:
China

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICIAL VALID STANDARD: 'E 5#r#e4A% B H -

Historic

LIFESPAN:
10-15 years

TYPICAL WEIGHT:
19-39 lbs

TYPE:
Guard and Companion Dog

FCI-CLASSIFICATION:
Group 5 Spitz and primitive types.
Section 5 Asian Spitz and related breeds

BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY:

The Tang has existed for about fiifteen thousand of years in southern part of China and parts now known as
Vietnam. In ancient time, they were bred as a guard dog and also used for hunting, they are exceptionally devoted
to his owner.

A natural distrust to strangers makes the dog the ideal watchdog for home and farm. The breed took on the name
as Tang because of Tang Dynasty, the most flourishing period in China history.

PRSEmEd « B AAE P IEI RS 5 A LR S, R R, BNV TEFRIPERAE, ENFERETE
No MATISEBE AR N BPEDMEAE AT RN FIE TR IGHIHARTIE L, Ri04 RER (Goud 3L s) XA
SR I S b d o ok B R RIS,

GENERAL APPEARANCE:

A medium-sized dog with well balance, active, compact, short -coupled. They are captivating on account of their
beautiful coats, made to stand off by plentiful undercoat. Should always be able to move freely and must not have
so much coat as to impede activity or cause distress in hot weather. A bluish-black tongue is characteristic.

BUIVE - KSR, AR, FIREE, EHihRR, e TS ia + B EmrkE
, AHETERNES, MIZEZETEMTHHN, AMEREEE S MR mEER 8 ER AR TP 5 RA
Tod, TEROAE KR HIARIRHE,

IMPORTANT PROPORTION:
The ratio of height at withers to length of body is 9:10 to 10 : 10

BHELLH] - JH S G- S ERRER RN 9:10/10: : 10

BEHAVIOUR AND TEMPERAMENT:
Loyal, attentive, lively and brave. Tang Gou is neither timid nor aggressive.

TR - R, BvE TR A BEEL RPN IR AN AT
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HEAD: L&}

CRANIAL REGION: i :

Skull:Medium size of head, flat and broad. Often appears to frown caused by beyond the wrinkled skin of the
head

KB - PEER/NISRES, SEHB, SRR AN AT LU SR SR Bk
Forehead: Not pronounced. Zil#7 : ~EHE.

FACE: m30 :

Nose: The nose is large and wide, in which case a lighter coloured dogs with lighter coloured nose are

permissible. &K HFE, DIFBOERAIMARE AR &K,

Muzzle 0 ¥):

The muzzle is not overlong and stands in pleasing proportion to the skull. NWEREEE K, 5-3k&5H B4R
el

Lips/&:

The lips are not exaggerated, close fitting to the jaws and do not form any folds to the corner of the mouth. A solid
black mouth including the roof and flews, with a bluish-black tongue is ideal. However, some dilution may be

evident in gums of blues and fawns and this dilution may be more pronounced in cream. FFEAR=E5K, ENMGATEE,
NP ATE ST IR, BEN, Off REIRDUL TEAESy, PAEREKRNBERG, (B2, EEMm

EHIB AR R A FTRESTESIRA LB A LA G L, XME ARy AR R N R,

Jaw/ Teeth 8l/7F: The jaws are strong, with a complete scissor bite. The upper teeth closely overlapping the lower

teeth and at square to the jaws. allsRH:, ATEEAVTNRSS, EFEM TF, 25 TE.

CheeksTa %l :

Well developed. &iX,
EyesHREF:

The eyes are medium size, longish shape, slightly slanting and dark. A matching coloured eye permissible in
fawns, creams. [RIFFAER/D, KIE, BEHR HAREG, BORKEHEEG, PilCAR, IRISEGQLFSHL

DCRL,
Ears E:

The small, triangular ears are set high, slightly inclining forward and firmly pricked. /s 9=/, B{LE,
S EIIEI 1ES SR VAR=ES

NECK E#i:

The medium length of neck is set well on the shoulders, slightly arched. F 24K I FFER 5- T8 FIARAF A ERS,
& E 4T,

BODY %X :



CHINESE KENNEL UNION CKU.ORG.CN
IDEAL CHARACTERISTICS

TANG GOU
E¥

a.k.a. Chinese Pastoral Dog, Chinese Rural Dog

Topline FH£%:

Short, level and strong. %2, 7K H 2558,

WithersJg [&:

High withers drop imperceptibly into the shortest possible, straight , firm back. 5 = HIJE FEZEE T %, FHERA]

REAIRY, ZIE., ZE3EAYT IS,

Loin/EE5:

Short coupled, broad and strong #2542, 58 H.ARN T,

Croup (lower back)B:

The croup is broad and short, not falling away. B85 HAH, AR5
Chestf#i:

The deep chest is well sprung, forechest well developed I, ¥ 5KHR, RiIAE Rt
Underline and belly T EZ&ffiE#:

The belly has only a slightly tuck up. fE5EMK U,

Tail B&:
The tail is set on high and medium length, reaching upwards and rolls forward over the back, straight from the

root. It is firmly over the back and is covered with bushy hair. A double curl at tip is allowed. B4R = H. &< BE
o Al B, fEXFERMATAE, REEE, EWEE, HWAIFEE FErE, BRNESH IR,

LIMBS U
FOREQUARTERS: HiIR :
General appearance 433R:

Straight, rather broad front. The dog will often sleep with crossed front legs.[B, AiEAHYS T, HEE 520 @ AR
AEX

ShoulderJg:

The Shoulder blade is long and well laid back. The Shoulder is well muscled and firmly connected to the brisket.

BEERH B REM, EHEILARSK, Ao 5 s,
Upperlimb E7&:
The upper limb (arm) which is approximately the same length as the shoulder blade, forms an angle of 90 degrees

to the shoulder blade. I 58 H AR R EAIR, FERLIOLE R R IHH £
Elbowff:
Close fitting to the brisket and turns neither nor out. 255 H A5,

Forearmpij&:
Perfectly straight, with substance. 5532 H.
Front feet Riff:

Round, like cat feet, with well arched toes. [&5iH, LSk, MIREEHE,

HINDQUARTER JG¥K :
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General appearance £Z2iR:

The hindquarters are powerful, with muscles well developed. The hind legs stand straight and parallel. /& 4% 7
, WLRARSK, FEBREESZARY2EE HAR B AT,

Thigh KX ER:

Well developed. &K,

Stifle (Knee) Gl (BERTI:

Only slight bend. B&/Z Hh,

Hock §73:

Moderately angulated and well let down. £ &3 H 2 5 - Hi i,
Hind feet/5 i :

The hind feet are small, tightly closed with well arched toes, so called cat feet. f5 />, ¥ HHIBE A SR,
PNY 2V i

GAIT/ MOVEMENT $&/4 7%

The Tang Gou moves straight ahead with good drive, fluid and springy. R E A RHBER), WEhER4F, whiE
EL A RN

SKIN FZRE :

Except around the next and top of head which has wrinkles, the skin covers the body tightly without any wrinkles.
Pk ENEE IR, ALK, BR T SHTEAD T 28 [ A R,

COAT #=% :
Hair £

Outer coat rather harsh and straight, undercoat soft and dense. Head, ears, front side of front and hind legs and the
feet are covered by short, thick hair. The rest of the body has a long rich coat. Neck and shoulders are covered by
tick mane. The backside of the front legs is well feathered , the hind legs have ample feathering from croup to

hocks. The tail is bushy. SMEEHME HE, JEELFORE, k. F. #i/ERAOFUFEE & HE R
e FEHRIAERA TR, FIESAHES, MRS EAPIRE, ERMWETETHEEERE,
RBERE,

ColourFE£a;:

Only solid colour acceptable. Colour covers all shades of colour, such as cream, cream sable, red-sable, black.
At Uz, BEOSTARERROEE, myyht, EMa, dia, B,

Size R~T:

Desirable minimum height at the withers 42 cm FRAR A i AKTE 15 942 )5 K

Desirable maximum height at the withers 56 cm EEAE I 518 5 9 S6JH K

FAULTS #REE:

Any departure from the foregoing points is considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be
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regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog. {T:{r[ ¢
B LR WA A O e, G B AR R R B e G PR BRI 165 RS S MR B LE B

DISQUALIFYING FAULTS (DOG BREEDING) K#&HIE :

Aggressive or overly shy. A5 E s TR,

Any dog clearly showing physical or behavioural abnormalities will be disqualified. A & (K478 F, IR
I E SRS YSPS (N

Undershot or overshot mouth. 2% s FEiZEH,

Colour and markings not in accordance with the standard. /N4 & FRIHER) B 2 5-BE LY,

N.B. % :
Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum. 2\ R 20 28 >

HEIERASEA, HoeaE THET,
Only functionally and clinically healthy dogs, with breed typical conformation should be used for breeding. H A
DRt G- (RbLAE 4, H B MRRRFMRFERD S, T LU T840,

Barking Hi&2:

The bark is almost non—existent. It is usually more like a cough, which if continued, will
gradually grow into a short barking-like sound. R %&&FEARIFIE, EilH FARZENK, anHEHE
T, GBS HIRIKE,

Growling, making up about 65% of the vocalisations, is used in an agonistic context for
establishing dominance, and as a defensive sound and similar to many domestic dogs, a
reactive usage of defensive growling is only rarely observed. Growling very often occurs in
combination with other sounds or actions

MIRERRI(G R R 65%, MAIEBIFEREE P ENI R HAL, I BAEA —FERI M, BRI
, ARDBIEL B A M Y SORE MR T, MR B A A2 BB RS A A E — i R AR,

Reports do exist of the dog, when in packs that exist in the wild, may howl which is
thought to be a method to attract other members of the pack, to find other dogs, or to keep
intruders at bay and the howl has significant pitches, and with increasing number of pack
members is done in chorus with a variability of pitches and it is believed that this allows
the Chinese Tang Dog to determine the size of the pack without visual contact and also to
have the effect of making pack size appear larger, thus protecting from predators.

P AT A RS RS CE B S AE RO RERS AT RE G TR, SERGR % B RERE PP UM B . S BB Ik AR —FE 7 1%,
M LI AR, 3 FLRE AR B ORI N, UK R T A0 OB AT, Y8158 G5 v R R A0 5 L B B T e
IRIERY RN, A HLE A RORIE R T B R AR RIRCR, EMmBh i H rRE,

They also scent rub, whereby a dog rolls its neck, shoulders, or back on something that is
usually associated with food or the scent markings of other dogs

CAMEEGEREEE, R JE I SR EhE] 8 H B s i SRR R AR B R SR L
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GENERAL INFORMATION

The following information has been sourced from historical Chinese texts concerning the dog available in Taiwan, the Chinese Kennel Club and supporters of the Hong Kong Association
for the Tang Dog (for which our thanks go to everyone assisting in gathering and translating the texts) together with information generally available in the public domain in English.

—RfE R
UTREBRBETFEBERENOHESCIR, PERIEFRFMEBERNNSXRE FELRGHTA D REMAEREXROAR) , UR—EAFELILTR
REBHZEXER.

Tang Dog (&) is an ancient medium-sized dog breed indigenous to Southern China and named after the Tang
dynasty. These dogs have been used for thousands of years in southern China as loyal guard-dogs, trackers, forest
guides and companions and can be traced back to the early Indo-Chinese dog, an ancient dog species in the Yellow
River and Yangtze River basins of southern China, with fossils there dating as far back as 7-10 thousand years ago.

FEH (Tang Dog) FHPIEF 7 /B KA H B PRI, DUFEIRA Findh, XRm7E T ER G ER B TR, Bk

F. ARRASTEHECEME M TR T4, wTLLBMEI AR SRR, 2R [/ 7 s Fi Ly — by 2 R,
R LA rTLOEIHE] 7-10 J54H,

As Dogs spread from their original sites in Central Asia 15,000 years ago through East Asia and into Southeast Asia,
they developed into specific area breeds although this common ancestor, and the lack of extensive research into the
Southern Asian dog breeds means that making accurate DNA typing very difficult as there are very few gene variants
between the historic Tang dog and the Vietnamese Village Dog.

WE& S 1.5 R IE P od S R AR BRI, ENRREM TREMXAMR, REENMAERMERE, (5
Tz XS P AR U2 S, HERED DNA Sy RIS RN, (RO S8 EAORE M RO A 2 1B SRR 5 3R

During the Tang Dynasty, China was a powerful and magnificent country, with the reign of Zhenguan and the heyday
of Kaiyuan and had a strong influence and attraction to neighbouring countries and peoples, as well as to distant ones
and there is widespread mention in history and art of the time of a similar dog. During this time, the Dynasty extended
into modern day Vietnam where the ethnic Han Chinese were largely concentrated in major cities, especially the Hoa in
Cochinchina, the Chen in Cambodia, the Chinese Kinh (Gin) in modern day Vietnam (whose dialect started as a
Chinese dialect) and are the likely modern Muong people. (For example, modern chit Nom scripture can be seen to
have its origins in a Chinese dialect as it classically uses the Han character 'ZR', pronounced "Jing" in Mandarin, and
"Kinh" with Sino-Vietnamese pronunciation). The Tang dynasty gave rise to a very heavy involvement trade and
commerce.

e, HER—AERMHIRESE, K07 o iafIrrett, xR EZ R M@ i [E Z KA 5 53K
IS AR5 73, PISRRIZAR ) JZ4R B0 T Y U, (R, ERRE T EM R, AN
RS, CHRBHRERMAFIRE, SRR, MABMAEASR I SRETESS) , mBRTERE
A BRA,  (Bilan, Ifchou NomZE ST LA THFET S, INACEIMMEER TR "5, fEmiE ik
“Jing”, M0 “Kinh "NEHBAR) . EHIRIMESRTED 3E K,

The Tang dog today survives and is the historic ancestor to variants known as the Chinese Pastoral Dog, the Vietnamese
Village Dog (Ché lai (IndoChinese dingo)) as well as the Australian Dingo! and as a result of this history shares
significant parts of their DNA with these dogs. The Tang dog has very minor differences to the Vietnamese Village Dog
(Cho lai), such as a blue-black tongue which is missing in the Vietnamese Village Dog.

ma, FERRES, IR EACER, BEEHTER (Cho lai (FIEESARR) ) LARIRIHINE T #F R &R s 450
, RCEN GRS EHEEN DNA 157, RS8R (Cho lai) BIKBUR/D, BlamBkmAs %A B R e
w3k

The term “Tang Dog” strictly refers to the spitz-like dogs with long or short coat, pricked ears, a bushy tail
accompanied by a longer coat, or a whip tail goes with short coat and described in the Chinese Kennel Club criteria
(pages 1-5 above), and from which at least two breeds emerged as descendents of these early Tang dogs, the Chow
Chow and the Chinese Shar-Pei. Confusingly, in the Cantonese dialect, a common expression used for mixed-breed

"and even possibly the Carolina Dog (American Dingo)
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local dogs is also “Tong Gau”.

FERE SRS, 7R 7 —ER AR P ER B SREARHE (B30 1-56 T BRI BT, RIH, J2ERE A BRI
BEHER A BRI NI AR, A=A A R IR AR, BRI R sh e MR, A AR
&, EEESEY, R BN RE TR,

One Tang Emperor owned over 5,000 Chow Chows, the Chow Chow has been called the “Tang Quan”, or “Tang
Empire Dog”, (the Empire designation being inserted to distinguish the Chow from the older Chinese Taang Dog. One
historic anecdote even says that some emperors of the Tang dynasty had hunting kennels of 25,000 couples of ‘hounds’
of true Chow type. According to research done at the Institute of Zoology in Kunming and published in Nature, the
Chinese Tang Dog is the oldest dog breed in history, even though their exact origins are unknown, and it is believed that
the Tang dog was the first domesticated dog breed. The “Chinese Tang Dog” got the name Tang dog because these
were the most popular dog breed in China during the Tang Dynasty (618 — 907) when trade started between China and
the rest of the world.

FERAR— (L2 A 5000 ZARINR, IITRPFFA "N "8 TREWER (THE RIPRB RN TRHMAIIR S
ZIHERE X IR) o NPTk, ARl —LL2 A 25,000 XEIEARINIE R, HRIEEHHITZERT
£ (BR) RE EARROFIZERSE, TEFMET L bk dZrRM, RAEETIRMEIEIR S AEE, (EAERE R
B Y KA, PEER T4 TR, ROTERFE (618 — 907 4F) |, ARG IThA, FEA R E A NGAH) )
i

Tracing is not helped by the fact that the Chinese Tang dog was widespread and as for example, some of the ethnic
minorities that fled persecutions by the Qing dynasty, so they took with them their Chinese Tang dogs which also bread
with the dogs that had moved there in the earlier years. for example the people now known as the H'mong people have a
variant of the Vietnamese Village Dog that has a recessive tail docking gene so their version of the Vietnamese Village
dog, again very genetically similar to the Chinese Tang Dog, but differing by the regressive tail gene.

HEF R ARARS, BN, —EBRIEA T SREHE IR E, A T AR ERE R, WXLt G AR BT AR
TREA ) —EEATER, Fla, FERPRRRSE AR RBREA — MR A R A, XA B A TR MR 2 X A,
(R A AT R A A A E 2L R Al B rh [ R AR R EL, (BRI RAME T A ER A LR,

In general, very little is known about the history of dogs in Southeast Asia and due to this genetic similarity, we know
that they came from the East Asia dynasties and spread into the islands of far Southeast Asia, Australia, and Oceania
starting over 7,000 years ago and that as sailors bought these common dogs, they were taken to other areas such as
Australia where they became the Australian Dingo. (It is thought likely that the Australian Dingo is not native to
Australia as there are close similarities to the DNA of the Chinese Tang Dog and the Australian Dingo and also because
the Australian Dingo is an Apex predator in Australia as well as having no fossil records, indicating a high likelihood
that it was an introduced species).

—oR, AMINRM IR Lz D, BTSRRI, FAEEENDPRARILER], M 7000 ZEFTFHE
FENERARAELBUS, WAFIFRPEN, FEKFOIWLXERE @A, NS TR L5 Hopd X, FFAEAR
BB TR T /R, (T E B FRORHIE T R DNA FERARIL, 1 HARICHRI N TR AR IR I ) TRZR
B, JFHEAEAICR, XRWARAFIL T #RIARA rTReEsbk) .

These dogs have not had much recent interbreeding with European dogs and as a result have retained their distinct
nature.

LA TR G BRI A2, RO T AR RO A,

Not only were there merchants from traditional Western countries, but there were also Japanese envoys, Korean envoys,
Indonesian envoys from South Asia and other countries, and according to statistics, during the 289 years of the Tang
Dynasty, some 71 countries sent envoys to China 582 times. The period is regarded by many Chinese as the golden age
in the history of China and the highest peak of Chinese civilization.

REEGE G EZRAREN, A AT, ST, MR, ImE, E28948, LA TI/NMEZL82KIE

8
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FER SRR, X—NHHAF L h E AR P E R 8 AN, IR SO R I,

During the later dynasties, foreigners had been allowed from time to time to land in China but always limited to the
vicinity of the trading ports, often Guangzhou Port Panyu) and Giangxi.

TEf R, ARESRVFANE NAE P EPRFL, (BAREN IR T@pE DML, @ M &) e,

The Chinese Tang dogs found in Hong Kong and south China are usually of short hair as they have evolved to cope
with the hot, humid weather in southern China. So intelligent is the Chinese Tang Dog that reports are prevalent in
China and Hong Kong that the dog is so intelligent that they are capable of reading the pedestrian lights and thus, able

. , to distinguish between when to cross the street and when
to wait. A similar online blog report from a London
owner of a Chinese Tang Dog confirms that the dog has
learned to listen for the crossing sound at traffic lights
and appears at times to react to green crossing lights
where no bleeper exists.

TEEW P ER 7RI P EE R E B RBE, RAE
TR T 3G R [E R 7 RPN A R = L sk,
ERERFEF IR, EPEREMERE, AREFERIET
IRSH, REWSSMEIT NG 54T, [KILRERE XAy I S A
HET’*@F e —AriasRh EfE MR E AR R LA

ELRIRE, IR EE W EE 2T ASRE ST R
> | e HjE’J SEFEE, AIRERSNBAE SRS EZERE 54T
igure 1: Chinese Tang Dog (source: Wikipedia) e H SN

Most probably the Chinese Tang dog, well known for its guarding prowess, were kept on many of those trading vessels
and ports for a very practical reason: guarding against intruder, security of the premises and protection of trading goods
and in addition, their devotion to owners would have made then great companions for the sailors and as ships were
much smaller at the time, they tended to have a guard-dog on board because small vessel is much more accessible from
land and other vessels and the dog with its exceedingly good hearing and natural guard-dog tendencies was an early
warning against pirates getting nearby, alerting the crew before the vessel could be boarded.

T ERE R GARP TR miEA, (EFZpaafai 0 LR RAR v e T— IR SERRAIRIA - 1esh, Ffxd 3=
N B RO FAIRAH A, BT YOS NMGZ, MAEERAEM B — BT, R/ B2 5) M B
R A RO, TR B SRR A R AERE TR, AT DA MR A IE,  fEAR SRR BiTTa T A
HER.

Tang dogs are loyal, playful and make excellent companions for families, as they tend to have balanced temperaments,
as long as owners remember that they can be possessive about food. The dogs are often hyper-alert and cautious, but
(excepting the suspicious growled greetings often seen, the Chinese Tang Dog is not usually either timid nor aggressive,
and they can become courageous protectors if they need to be. They can adapt to many different household situations
and are capable of living as the only dog in the family or (as long as they area introduced at a young age) they can live
with other pets, although due to their fiercely territorial nature that makes then good guard-dogs, it can be difficult to
introduce other pets into the Chinese Tang Dogs home once the Tang Dog has become established in that home.



GENERAL INFORMATION AND CHARACTERISTICS ﬂ%{g%ﬂ

TANG GOU
E¥

Indo-Chinese dog (dingo)

FEMRERE, TR, JEFERIAHKEE, RAEMIRPEREERR TS, REENSHEENIN &N SARIRRE, @ s
PR, MR/ B, B (BR T EHF BN v er B TRIE 2 4), P ERE @ F BRI MR B Bk, A4
%, ENTTURABEARFE, BN LLENFS RRMFENST, WLMERZhME MRS, T lGHMm7E
Y— B (AR RMERESIAN) , AR TEMNEARAMIHEIR, REERFNFIR, —HEWER
HHIEARIAER, SRR AR 5 ARE RS,

They do need daily exercise although as long as this is fulfilled they are
generally calm and easy-going in the home. The Chinese Tang dog is
intelligent and highly trainable as long as the owner stays consistent and
patient, and the dog learns quickly although patience in training is needed
as the dog can sometimes be hard-headed, or distracted from training due to
something more interesting on its mind. It’s best to start training and
socializing at a young age. Owners commonly report that just as they thing
they have the dog trained, they realise that “training instructions appear
optional in the mind of the dog when scent or prey distracts it”.

EASETEE KBS, (B EMER A, EIHER P — B, b
i, EBWARER, EEAESULG, REEARRHEOML, SRk
BERESES, BISRKFREMLL, RAMMA N SRAR, SR EE AR
BT 5 0 BN REIZRFOFEAZ, i T B 2, Ui 1IA
NACELNGLF T e, SR 74 SRS 7 8T i E ) i
, NGRS e R BB R A WE T,

igure 2: Chinese Tang dog showing
As a result of the widespread commerce, dogs were loaded or unloaded at characteristic blue-black tongue
various trading seaports for various reasons, so in the years since the Tang
dynasty, a pattern of similar phenotype of dogs developed in different parts of the world, at various maritime seaports as
well as silk road land routes including Vietnam. Although there are no records of the migration of dogs over the last
7,000 years, it is more than mere coincidence that so many of this spitz-like type of dog, so strikingly similar in general
appearance to the Tang dog, are found in Vietnam and Australia, common routes of trade and in some cases (such as the
Vietnamese dingo) can be directly linked to escape with their human masters from persecution of the dynasties. In

general, bushy tail goes with longer coat, and a whip tail goes with short coat.

AT RE IR 2 IR, RS MRIRE R RS S8 D AEE), R A ERILUR, (EHFURRIMX, AR L% O 2L
B O FERFATEN A48 .2 BREEEE b, TRk T — PSSR AR, BARTER EM 7000 FHRRA X THRTHEICE,
EAEB A FRIR AR T X e L [R50 K 2 LRI T ANtk 2 A SN G- R A iR AARIEIROIT R R, IRBIENN RS, 18
FEERELUT (B RRR) , XEENMAZEE ARE EIhEEAEEENER,  —MokiR, RERENWHERK,
& B N A B R L

Wikipedia suggests that from the Chinese territories of the Tang Dynasty, tracing suggests that the Tang dogs migrated
with refugees from later dynastic persecutions into Vietnam where they became the various breeds of Vietnamese dogs
known today including the Cho Lai and into Guangxi. The Tang Dog is an ancient medium-sized dog breed indigenous to
Southern China and the dogs prized as a companion and watch dog but are also occasionally used for hunting and sadly as meat
dogs. The Tang Dog, (also known as the Indo-Chinese Dingo) thus became the Vietnamese Village dog or Dingo, the
oldest known dog remains (indicative of the Indo-Chinese Dingo) for mainland Southeast Asia were found in Vietnam
dating back around 4,000 years ago and it is thought that the dog then travelled to Australia where it became the
Australian Dingo, the earliest known dingo remains in Australia are from 3,450 years ago.

SR EFRAR, kAR ESR L, BEEERY, EhG AR £ EER TR, ERE, €
IR T 4 R EAEA I KRl @i Cho Lai Fuy PaAyRMy, AR P E R 5 T LR — Ml Z Ry sh R, 4]
REHERFETR, (RO TAEfERR S, B CORRIESIR T #R) RILECOARR 2 A Red TRER, Rl

10
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R E i dr Z B (FIESOIR T R RAUARE) RAERR A, FHEMEIRA 4000 400, AMHARXMmE RS
THARFNE, FONERFNE T /R, WORFIIE E i R T R RIERRAE 3450 LERTAILRY,

Thus it is probable that the Vietnamese Dingo had its origins in the Chinese Tang Dog and they may share very similar
DNA, although it is likely that only mitochondrial DNA analysis would finally establish this beyond doubt.

R, wEg TR R TREE IR Trh E R, i LENT TR A JE R AL DNA, R — s ATRE A R ORI DNA 2047

FRERc A E O RE

Together with the migration about 4,000 to 5,000 years ago, the indo-Pacific Dingo, as
well as crossing into the Australias may also have crossed into North China and then from
northeastern Asia crossed the Bering Strait and the Aleutian Islands into Alaska and finally
settled with the American Indians in North and South America and the similarity with the
Indo-Pacific dingo can be seen in the Californian Dingo although it is not known how the
DNA may vary. Together with Chinese researchers, this is one possible route although it is
also possible that they might have by sea into North America.

Figure 3-Tang Dynaasty BEAEKEY 4000 % 5000 AFATHYERE, FIE-ACFRRRER TIARKAND, B rTaEdA T H

Antique depicting the Chinese  [EALHS, 875 ML ZRACVEEIE 110 MEUC T 58 Fh B S A BT 30711, Hi):’%i%dllﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ/\

Tang Dog RS, STEIEAR R, RTINS, ST IhA TR
ML,

Description itHH

The Tang dog has a rich coat, compact body and short stature. It is a medium-sized dog with a ratio of shoulder height
to body length of 9:10 to 10:10 (ideally 10:10). The Chinese Tang dog with its highly pointed muzzle, pricked ears,
almond shaped eyes, a pointed muzzle, a double coat, characteristic bluish-black tongue and a tail that curves over the
back may also have been the origin of the “spitz” characteristics of many modern breeds (Oxford English Dictionary.
Oxford University. 2024).

FERE IR, FIRERE, M/, ERTHRR, FEbGARAeA 9:10 2 10:10 EHELEIN 10:10) . FE
FERBARARI Y, SRR, A RAIRI, R, WEHE, FHAMEBERAEMA TIrmaRL, XalmEh
FEVFLIURMAY “Spitz "RHERGEIR ( (CRESOEEIL) , FHERY:, 2024 4F)

They have fierce independence and can be suspiciousness and aggression towards other dogs, even ones they know, and
they require much training and socialization when they are puppies before they become manageable in an urban
environment and their suspiciousness towards unfamiliar humans makes them great guard dogs, although they can be
trained to be friendly to visitors when introduced to visitors by their owners. In many cases, the Tang dog will always
be suspicious of other dogs and growl at them although in the urban outdoor environment they will learn quickly to be
sociable (after the slightly suspicious greeting).

EAVEREAISIME, S HAS, EER NIRRT, EENE R R E R &It 2
IG5, FREME AT 55 T, BN PEE AN RRMREE NN RAFIF IR, REEZANMTET, BN
CONERRIS RGE AChf, MBSO, SRS HMMF MBI eI, AR P AT, EfSR
PR G NZE (FERHWERI T 5)
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Figure 4: Typical
Greeting of the Tang
dog, even to other
doggy friends
SIS, A
AR Bl YA H915]
I3

It is believed both Chow Chow and Shar-Pei may have been developed from the “7Tang dog”, a view widely held by
many traditional bone-mouth Shar-Pei breeders in Hong Kong and something that was reflected by the UK Midland
Shar-Pei dog club in 2006 which produced a paper on this>. The ChowChow being originally called the Tang Empire
Dog (“Tang Quan” (Dog of the Tang Empire) reflecting the fact that during the Tang Dynasty (618 to 906 A.D.), one of
the emperors took on such a fancy to the breed that he housed 5,000 chow chows and had may staff members to
maintain them and hunt with them.

MNTAA, IRF0VD B rTRER R "/ " &RWK, FEVFLAERNEYEID B IEIRE T R A XA, SEEK
TE=V BOMRETIAE 2006 4R K TAHIGIESL, FEMKIEAEA AR ER ("Tang Quan”, B "REEFEZR") , &
KAERER] (A 618 AE 906 ) , A —MLEMIEFEIRXMM AN, MIFFFT 5,000 JUERK, IHIREAREENIME
EN—EE,

In the 1940°s Hong Kong was still very much under-developed, the 7ang dog was considered semi-wild (and in some
places in China today are still considered a wild dog) and therefore not sold as pets and therefore much cheaper, and
more affordable by the local Chinese, with the more affluent locals opting for the Song Si (Cantonese) long hair “7ang
dogs” (“hairy lion”), now known as the Chow Chow and which at the time was much more spitz-like than the Chow we
see today, as it evidenced by the photographs from 1940 of Prince Edward and the pet Chow and the other photographs
of the era. Today, the more original Chow is known colloquially as the Smooth Chow. The Chow of today having been
bred for the last 70 years for its more hair and larger body size from the long-coated Chow Chow in Tibet and Northern
China.

20 20 40 B, FEMRTRESKRE, BMPAEEE (A EPERRELEHDT, Bl s m) |, KIIARE
AEDEE, KILMEEESSL, Y A ERAMAE, REGRHYHASIERRLE (7FRE) KT Fh ((ZE0
), WELRIIUMEFTR 28507, ZME Y RIIERNIEE RN " 2800 "R, 1940 F£REEE M
=y TR TR DU BRI B E I T A0S, BRRRIRR IR RGARA OLIRRAIIR” (Smooth Chow
) o AERER 70 £, AT EACTFR BRI T EEE H T B A E LA AR IR,

As such the Tang Dog is most likely to be the historic ancestors to the Vietnamese Village Dog (Cho lai (IndoChinese
dingo)) as well as the Australian Dingo and the Carolina Dog (American Dingo).

R, AR TR RAS M (Cho lai (FIEESTIRZER) ) . KRR RFI-FEEMR CEERER) T

The Tang dog is highly intelligent, making it very alert and inquisitive but also very difficult to train, but persistence
will get you a well-trained dog as long as there are no interesting scents like game or squirrel around when the dog
appears to go completely deaf to the training commands. They are also very athletic, while also serving as an excellent
guard, something they have been doing for 7,000 years or more.

2 The Tang dog and their relation with Shar-Pei By Eric T. Omura July 1, 2006 , Omura, Eric, Development of Shar-Pei and its variation, paper
presented to Midland Shar-Pei Club, June 18, 2001
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FERPERER, [KULIERERRAFay, (HARMENISR, (B S B A B R B A RRAY =0k, Rt =33l gk & 78
HAE, REARLEIZA R, e rGSohie JthiRes, FREEHEMNED, X -mefllEgf 7000 ZH/BET,

R « 3 -
Figure 5: Chinese Tang dogs frequently sleep with crossed ﬁfont?egs, a characteristic of the breed
I [FJEFIMEST BTEE 5 ISR, AR ZA T — T

Tang Dogs can be long or short haired and have a double coat; the outer coat is rough and provides protection against
windy weather, while the soft inner coat keeps the body warm. The tail is curved over the back, sometimes a double
curve, spiral type for short haired Tang dogs, but their tails can hang down and are bushier in the long-hair version. The
short-haired version of the Tang dog are often mistaken for a very large Shiba Inu and there is little doubt that the Tang
Dog was bred into the PingLing Pastoral Dog (Chinese Shiba Inu) - see below.

FERMAREMEE Ly, AREWNE ; SRR, THERN KRS, MZRRANEHE I RFr S (RIRRE, B
REAMEY L, ARENIhL, SR, EREEMARE TUIE Tk, LB, FRrEEREE xR
FERIER RRISER, IR, P E R T FESER (PEER) - 2T
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29 1940 2, KA 5 FAEHMEEEE - RRMMEDR "Mouli”, MAALALIEF IL7ER A TE—HWE,
1940s and 1950s era Chow photos showing the much more spitz like Smooth Chow.
20 HEZE 40 FARFN 50 FARAVIRIBIT BoR, RIBREG DeiiaiRn,

Queen Victoria was one of the most famous Chow Chow dog owners and rumour has it that the first ever
teddy bear was actually modelled after the look of her Chow Chow puppy to stop her carrying the puppy
everywhere. Another famous owner was Walt Disney.

LML ERREARIMR TN —, AESHR, S0 2 EAH— L ZERE LR Ui RO RN U, =X
FEubgt AR IDRBIRIR T, 55— (A4 T AN RIRR -2,

r

Figure 6:Chow pictures from the 1940s and 1950s showing the Smooth Chow, with more Spitz characteristics and more like the
Tang dingo. When the Smooth Chow was removed from the American Standard in the 1940’s the majority of the limited gene-pool
then existed in Europe and Southern China and Hong Kong, but rapidly diminished as the more popular long-hair breed was
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preferred, but a revival in the USA in 1985 has led to a re-breeding of the Smooth Chow and an increase in numbers.

20 A7 40 GFE(CF1 50 FECHIRIIRE )T Eo, JETFRIKRA T ZHIHIEA NI, FRER, 20 ML 40 F(C, JEXRIPAEM ELET BT
GUIR, 24 BT TR R I AT 0 BB TATE T, P IE RIS, (R R (B g H, L SR ITA AL AR, 1 1985
Gl SIS [FH) K FE TIES AR R B T 20916,

Typically they range from 15kg-20kg, the female being slightly shorter. The wild dingo is smaller than the latter,
weighing at most 12-15 kg. These were hunting and guarding dogs used for protecting homes, people and palaces and
historically were able to go hunting on their own and loyally bring game and squirrels back to their owners, but in the
modern age they are more domesticated. They unquestionably obedient dogs in the domestic setting, although may
show signs of aggression near food, reflecting their wild origin. They love to exercise and enjoy living in a large home
that allows them to run around, and will often try to persuade owners to go for a longer walk and even then, as soon as
they are home, they will want to chase around the house playing.

— kiR, EAIRKELE 15-20 KNJT2E), MEMEISE—%, BRI EE /N, KERSZH 12-16 T, Bl
FRERAIEDLR, AHRPRE. ARMMSE, % L% areE, g i BEE S AL D, (IR,
ENE LI, ERERES, BRI, FEEFRL YR rTRESR I K, X T ENIREE,
ENEGEE, EXEEEMAE R, XFEelIst 2K, mHE2ESRERREANEBOE, RS, HEEA

—RIZ, EfIAEER T RIBFmE,

They are wary of strangers and make excellent watchdogs. As good hunters, they were also used by the military for
tracking enemy bases, accompanying soldiers on the road, and distracting the enemy.

EATREENRE Y, RAFHIETR, FARFRIEF, CEIERESHRBEREUT L, 1R ERE T SOIF B
HIEE T,

Leﬁ lmage A wild Long-haired thnamese Lai Dog . Right image: the long-haired Chinese Tang. '

Tang dogs are considered a very robust breed with few health issues, often living between 15- 20 years, although
because they were considered a domesticated wild dog (dingo), until recently, very little scientific research has been
done on the Tang dog.

PRGNS RE —FhIEF AR KRR, (ERERIER D, FEam@E® e 15-20 42208, A&, B TENIgaAE —rgaiitr)Ls
M (BpA) , EERGL, A SIERET TRV ARIRAIIE,

In 2004, a movement arose in Hong Kong to preserve these dogs and in the 2000s, the Tang Dog Association was
established in Hong Kong to raise people's attention to Tang dogs and in 2017, a Tang Dog won the World Dog Show
championship at the dog show held by the Chinese Kennel Union.

2004 4, FHSGE T —BHERIFAEMAGEE), 2000 4K, FHEROL TS, DHRE ATINERAE, 2017 4, —
FEAAE P E R W BX R 25 00 Jie LA Tt FU R e 22,

© Chinese Tang Dog Association (UK) 2024

Founders from England | Taiiwan | Hong Kong | Guernsey
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